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The Context for Social Entrepreneurship
Ȭ3ÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȭ ÏÒ Ȭ#32ȭȩ

ÅȬ3ÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȭ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÒÅ-ordering our mindsets 
and adaptive methods ɀwhether we want to or not 
ɀCSR means be good citizen, minimize harm

ÅSocial innovation/entrepreneurship is not do-
gooder philanthropy ɀit is a an opportunistic 
response to societal or environmental calamity

ÅSocial innovation/entrepreneurship is a force for 
re-ordering our social norms and ways of 
operating



The 4 Elements of Life on Earth
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,ÅÔȭÓ ÂÒÉÅÆÌÙ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÉÎ ÔÕÒÎȢȢȢ
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Rivers
Cuyahoga

River fire 1952: one of 13 on the Cuyahoga since 1868.  Time magazine in 1968 
ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÉÔ ȬÔÈÅ ÒÉÖÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÏÚÅÓ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÆÌÏ×Óȭ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ρωφω ÉÔ ÃÁÕÇÈÔ ÆÉÒÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȟ 
becoming a symbol for the environmental movement, spurring activism for 
federal legislation on natural resource protection.



Rivers
Hudson

Between 1947 and 1977, General Electric (GE) dumped an estimated 1.3 
million pounds of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) into the Hudson 
River.   The source: two GE capacitor manufacturing plants, 50 miles 
north of Albany.  PCBs are now found in sediment, water and wildlife and 
people throughout the Hudson River ecosystem as far south as the New 
York Harbor. 

GE has committed to dredging 10% 
of the contaminant.


