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1) A career that promotes sustainability

2) ??



òsustainable development is 
development that meets the needs of 
the present without compromising 
the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needsó (Brundtland
Commission, United Nations, 1987)



È Legislation & 
financial support

È Sustainable business 
practices

È òGreenó technology

È Development of 
green careers



È Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 
Oceans Act, Department of Industry Act

È Ontario Green Energy Act

È Region of Waterloo Sustainability Strategy



È Balancing environmental, social and financial 
performance



È Renewable energy

È Water purification

È Sewage treatment

È Environmental 
remediation

È Recycling





È www.eco.ca

È Environmental Careers Organization

È Career building (students)

ÁCareer profiles and job board

È Employer and Educator Resources

ÁLabour market information

http://www.eco.ca/


È òEnvironmental Employmentó

ÁEnvironmental Protection (i.e., air quality, water 
quality, land quality, waste management, restoration 
and reclamationé)

ÁConservation and Preservation of Natural Resources 
(i.e., fisheries and wildlife, forestry, agriculture, 
mining, energy, parks and natural reservesé)

ÁEnvironmental Sustainability (i.e., education, 
research and development, policy and legislation, 
communications and policy awareness, management 
for sustainable developmenté)



È There are 530,414environmental employees 
within major industry groups across Canada

Á Industries from Agriculture to Manufacturing to 
Education to Public Administration

Á50% work in trades/technical occupations

Á31% are in management positions

Á11% are in administrative positions

Á8% work in sales/service positions



È The top industries employing environmental 
employees are: 

(i) Public Administration, 

(ii) Mining and Oil and Gas Extraction,  

(iii) Waste Management and Remediation



È Waste Management

È Water Quality

È Energy

È Education

È Air Quality

È Land Quality

È Communications & 
Public Awareness



È The workforce is rapidly growing

Áaverage annual rate of growth: 12.5% higher than the 
total growth of Canadian employment across all 
industries, between 2001 and 2010

È The environmental industry is multi -
disciplinary



È Science

ÁRemediation, recycling, restoration ðprofessionals 
and technicians trained in forestry, agriculture, 
botany, biology, engineering

È Arts (Social Sciences, Humanities)

ÁPolicy analysts, communications specialists, 
program managers, educators, lawyers

È Business

ÁEntrepreneurs, marketing, HR, management, finance



È www.eco.ca

È Labour Market Information ð

Click òPublicationsó

È Student Portal

Á100 Occupational Profiles

ÁJob Board

http://www.eco.ca/



